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society close relations are harder to maintain. His
function, if it be not arrogant to say so, is rather
to supply "the golden link of the throne" which
unites New Zealand to Ulster, and Mr. Brown's
house with that of Mr. Green. Nor can any Head
Master hope to "recapture the first fine careless
rapture " of having a job of his own to do. But all
that friendship could accomplish to lighten my task
was done from the first, and I doubt if any Head
Master has, in more than sixteen years, had less
friction with his governors or his colleagues.

It would be silly to suggest that the pomp and
circumstance surrounding a Head Master of Eton do
not make some appeal to the natural man, though it
may be to his sense of humour that they sometimes
appeal. It was pleasant to be described in Georgia
as " Head Master of a school upwards of a thousand
years old and Pastor to the Royal Family," and if
the description was a little highly coloured, so was
the audience in a negro school It was the latter tide
to fame which elicited the remark of a charming
coloured lady in Kentucky who, as she brushed my
dress trousers, exclaimed, " Well, I never did think
Fd get that near to King George of England I "

Another American paper produced a picture of
me with the legend, " Trains Kings at Eton/' and
though that can hardly be regarded as my normal
activity, I owe to Eton not only an honorary DJX
degree (hotly opposed by purists with whom I have
every sympathy), but some official connection with